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Master of Arts (Economics) 4th Semester
1059

Opt(i): ECONOMICS OF AGRICULTURE—II
Paper—MAECO-403 & 404 (In all Mediums)

Time Allowed : Three Hours] [Maximum Marks : 80
Note :— Attempt five questions in all, including question number

1 which is compulsory and selecting one question from

each unit.

1. Attempt any ten of the following in 25-30 words each :

(a) Two financial characteristics of agriculture.

(b) Meaning of Agri-business.

(c) Define marketing efficiency.

(d) Need for institutional sources of rural credit in India.
•

(e) Meaning and extent of rural indebtedness.

(f) Any two causes for inefficiency in agricultural marketing

system.

(g) Define vertical market relationships in agricultural

marketing.

(h) Meaning of market margins.
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(i) Differentiate between price and income instability,

(j) Meaning of commodity option market,

(k) Working of buffer stock system.

(1) Define 'food security'.

(m) Removal of subsidies on agriculture by World Trade

Organisation.

(n) Meaning of sustainable agriculture,

(o) Performance of agriculture in XII plan. 10x2=20

UNIT—I

2. Explain in detail Borrower's credit risks along with their

coping mechanism. 7lA+7l/2

3. Discuss the structure and functions of various institutional

sources of rural credit in India. 15

UNIT—II

4. What do you understand by 'Farmers' Co-operatives' ? Explain

the problems and prospects of such co-operatives in developing

countries like India. 5+5+5

5. What are the causes of price and income instability in

agriculture ? Explain different measures to deal with this

problem. 7!/2+7'/2
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UNIT— III
>

6. what are the major threats to food security in developing

countries ? Mention different "Food Assistance Programmes"

to reduce these threats. 5+10

7. Explain the main features of international trade. What changes

have been seen in this trade after setting up of World Trade

Organisation ? 5+10

UNIT— IV

8. Write a detailed note on opportunities and challenges for

Indian agriculture in the post-reform era. 15

9. Mention the main objectives and features of "National

Agricultural Policy". 15
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