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2071
B.A./B.Sc. (General) Second Semester
Functional English
Paper: Writing: Communication Skills and Study Skills

Time allowed: 3 Hours Max. Marks: 90

NOTE: Attempt all questions.
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Make a précis of the following passage and give it a suitable title:-

Self-reliance is the pilgrim's best staff, the worker's best tool. It is the master key
that unlocks all the difficulties of life. "Help yourself and Heaven will help you" is a
maxim that receives daily confirmation. He who begins with crutches will end with
crutches. Help from within always strengthens, but help from without invariably
enfeebles the recipient. It is not in the sheltered garden, but in the rugged Alpine cliffs '
where storms beat most violently that the toughest plants are reared. It is not by use of
corks, bladders and life-buoys that you can best learn to swim but by plunging
courageously into the waves and buffeting them. To wait until some charitable man
passes by —to stand with arms folded, sighing for a helping hand is not the part of
any manly mind. The habit of depending upon others should be vigoroﬁsly resisted
since it tends to weaken the intellectual faculties and paralyse the judgement. The
struggle against adverse circumstances has, on the contrary, a bracing and
strengthening effect, like that of the pure mountain air on an enfeebled frame. This is
a lesson, which, now-a-days, is not taught in colleges. To us it seems the vice of
modern system of education that they lay down too many royal roads to knowledge.
Those impediments which formerly compelled the student to think and labour for
himself are now most carefully removed, and he glides so smoothly along the well-

beaten highway that he pauses not to heed the flowers on either side

OR
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Read the following passage and prepare notes from it. With headings and sub-
headings:-

Education is the most important national activity, the backbone of a country's
progress. It helps to strengthen the fabric of a nation "to produce men of education,
enlightenment and character". However, the rising wave of unrest and growing
population of the educated unemployed in India strongly suggest that there is
something fundamentally wrong with our system of education. One thing is admitted
by all; that the education given at present is narrow, bookish and far removed from
the practical needs of our society. The real aim of education is to develop the
physical, intellectual and moral qualities of a student so as to make him into an
integrated personality, capable of living a purposeful life. At present, this aim is
hardly fulfilled by our educational institutions. The greatest defect of our present-day
educational system is its excessively passive and mechanical character. The student
fails utterly to play an active role in the attainment of knowledge. He mugs up the
facts given to him and vomits them, out on paper in the examination hall. That is why
a student who does well in his college examinations, often fails miserably in the
examination of life. Thus, the present system of examination has ceased to be a

reliable test of a student's ability. : (15)

II.  Write a paragraph on any one of the following:-
a) Environmental pollution
b) Covid-19 and Indian Health system
c) A visit to a religious place (10)

[I. Write a letter to your friend abroad telling about recent shift to online education in
India.

OR

Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper giving ideas on “Youth and Social

Services’. 1o
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Transcribe the following information in the form of a dialogue:-

Ram and Shyam had a casual meeting. They had met after a long time. They asked
about each other and exchanged a few words about themselves. Shyam had been with
his father in the factory and besides that he had been attending spoken classes. He had
to skip vacations. He asked about Shyam’s spoken classes also. Ram asked if could
be able to speak English fluently. Shyam explained that he had taken classes for three
months and he had improved a lot. The course was of 5 months and he thought he
would continue for another 2 months. He was being taught basic grammar and given

some practice in speaking on various topic of day-to-day life. Ram also asked of the

‘teacher used the vernacular. Shyam told him that it was rarely used, he planned to

continue with the college alongwith'his degree classes. They parted on a happy note.
(15)

Write a report to be published in your college magazine about Blood Donation Camp

organized in your college.

OR

Write a report to be published in a newspaper on the topic ‘Road Safety’. (10)

A) Rewrite the following information in the form of a dictionary entry/notation:-
a) Itisan entry for the word ‘peace’
b) Itisanoun.
¢) It means calm, quietness, freedom from war '
d) Its adjective is peaceable

B) Match the column with similar meaning:-

Invisible Compulsory
Mandatory disappear
Vanish . ignite

Agile * not visible

Inspire active
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C) Match the columns under ‘A’ with their antonyms in Column - B.

A
Gain

Harmony
Include
Prosperity

Lustre

B
discard

exclude
loss

dullness
adversity ' (3x5)

Classify the folloWing books subject wise and alphabetically:-

a) Abrams, M.J., ‘A Glossary of literary Terms® OUP, New Delhi, 1983

b) Collins Dictionary and Thesaurus, Harper Collins, Glasgow, 1996.

c) Rowling JK., ‘Harry Potter and the chamber of secrets. New York: Scholastic

1999

d) Aims Kingsley, ‘That uncertain feeling’. Penguin Books Ltd. London, 1985
¢) Powel Anthony, ‘The Acceptance World’. Random House Ltd. New Zealand,

1991.

©)

Study the following pie-chart and write the information in the form of a paragraph:-

More than one
house (10%)

Having ancential
house (10%)

(10)
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Self-reliance is the pilgrim’s best staff, the worker’s best tool. It is the master key that unlocks all

.+ fife difficulties of life. “Help yourself and Heaven will help you” is a maxim that receives daily confirmation.

He who begins with crutches will end with crutches. Help from within always strengthens, buf help
from without invariably enfeebles the recipient. It is not in the sheltered garden, but in the rugged
Alpine cliffs where storms beat most violently that the toughest plants are reared. It is not by use of
corks, bladders and life-buoys that you can best learn to swim but by plunging courageously into the
_waves and buffeting them. To wait until some charitable man passes by —to stand with arms folded,
sighing for a helping hand is not the part of any manly mind. The habit of depcnding upon others
should be vigorously resisted since it tends to weaken the intellectual faculties and paralyse the judgement.
The struggle against adverse circumstances has, on the contrary, a bracing and strengthening effect,
like that of the pure mountain air on an enfeebled frame. This is a lesson, which, now-a-days, is not
taught in colleges. To us it seems the vice of modern system of education that they lay down too many
royal roads to knowledge. Those impediments which formerly compelled the student to think and labour
for himself are now most carefully removed, and he glides so smoothly along the well-beaten highway

that he pauses not to heed the flowers on either side.
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Education is the most imiportant national activity, the backbone of a country’s progress. iLhelps
to strengthen the fabric of a nation “to produce men of education, enlightenment and character”.
However, the rising wave of unrest and growing -population of the educated unemployed in India
strongly suggest that there is something fundamentally wrong with our system of education. One thing
is admitted by all ; that the education given at present is narrow, bookish and far removed from the
practical needs of our society. The real aim of education is to develop the physical, intellectual and
moral qualities of a student so as to make him into an integrated personality, capable of living a
purposeful life. At present, this aim is hardly fulfilled by our educational institutions. The greatest
defect of our present-day educational system is its excessively passive and mechanical character. The -
. student fails utterly to play an active role in the attainment of knowledge. He mugs up the facts given

to him and vomits them _out on paper in the examination hall. That is why a student who does well in
. His college exaniinations, often fails miserably in the examination of life. Thus, the present system of
. examination has ceased to be a reliable test of a student’s, ability.
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Please continue on another ordinary white foolscap sheet, if necessary.
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